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An American Boy Who
Years Before
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Blighty to Rest Billets.

'lei- ii< \» moriiiiiki tli"-.it

fi»r tin ;iii'l iiil'»iiii«il in'- Kini'V. us

i r« ri mi in- m id' .:iit you iii'v wa>hii'it,"t/i'l nt mi- t«i i traniiii'.'

I ii#t.
Aft' r arrivinu a' this |»la«-«\ I was

iiiisM' <| ( > iii»- <|uari'rni.i.sii f iiiri,<

aii't » ivi-'j an awful .s|i«M-k. Til'*

i|iiarti<riiia»tt<r munim
'l'|i|IMlf sill i t I.II lilt' I<I<<IIM<I ;ill<l KillIII<

II< <<<I ttilnw ||iK < IIIIS4<<<IIHII<<<<US HsS<11IIH<<11I
<<l' sii.<|<>, I<<I< KI<<S .111< 1 <<tli<<r

|<;<r:i|<li«i ii.iIih ilit<< it I thought In

\v«hI<I ii< \< i stn|i. lint wIk ii tli<< |< l<<

i<-arln<l in in\ kiii<i<s h<< I<HIIS<<<I InliK
<<11<1IIKI1 t<< snv. XI. X« *<-!". "Arris.

IS < Mllijl.tltt KH/<<|| It) IK< V\ I|l|l<l<

tin-lit ht tlii |<il<< <<i junk in front ol

mi*, ittnl tli< n in> <<y<s w.11111fi*<-<I
HI<<<IUI<I liiiiklllK l'«l till' UHKOn wllll'll
whs tn i-mii.v it t<< IctriHi'ks. I whs

ru<|i-ly lirnuKlit t<< i-.uth I<\ tin- <|iiait<<i"xi'Ihiiiiiiik. "'Kim-. ynu. *<»j< it.

lyk<< it nw'y. I<l111 <I my <<><<s. '<<"s Innkiiik
Inr 'is li.itinnii tn '<<lt< 'Im i.irty

it."
sIiiilkIiiik 11111I<<1< tin- lusul, vvtlhlt'K<|IH<llt

|l.lUS<S till H>t, I ll-.K'llfll Kill

li.uiHi ks tlniK<< <'.< 1 Iihmisi. anil mv

| < I.I I <« <11 ll'Hilt r < 4 III** t« till- llSflll-. It

whs h 111.11 m ! tn nit* Imw <11111 -klyInHSS<<111I<I1<1I
tin- <'<|Ui|i||l<-lil. Al'ti-iInllHll

<<<lll|ll<'tl<ll lll<< task, III- sll<iW'<-i|
till Imw tn Hlljllst It nil my- |K<|-Sn|l.
I'lvlly sunn I stouil Im-Ioii- liim a

l>ro|M'i' Tommy AlkiitH in h«-av>
in.it' IiIiik ortli-i. ffflinK liki- nu i.virlli.llll'll

IMIIII'l.
<>n tii\ iVi-t vvi ii- lii-iivy-yiili'il boots.

slii'lii'l Willi hobnail*. tin- tins ami

In i-ls ni' which wen* ri'-i iifnri'fil
steel half-iiiinnis. M> li'Ks were nii.iM'il hi w imli'ii puttees, olive ilrali in
111111*. Willi my trousers overluppiiiK

111 -111 at tin- to|i. Then a woolen klinkl
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Dicgram Showinp Typical Front-L

I nun-, under which was a bluish gra.v
woolen shirt. minus a collar: beneath
litis- shut a woolen belly hand about
si\ niches wide, held in place by tie
strums of white tape, oil my head
was a hea\y Woolen trench cap. with
hituc e.irlaps buttoned over the top.
Then the equipment: A canvas belt,
with ammunition pockets, and two i

wide canvas straps like suspenders,
called "|i" straps, fastened to the belt
hi front, passim: over each shoulder.
crossing hi the middle of my hack, and
attached by bin kles to the rear of the i

belt, t'n the right side of the licit
hung a water bottle, covered with felt,
on the left side was my bayonet and
scabbard, and intrenching tool handle.
this handle strapped to the bayonet
scabbard. In the rear was my intrenchingtool, carried in a canvas

case. This tool was a combination
pick and spade. A canvas haversack
was strapped to the left side of the

belt, while on my back was the pack,
also of canvas, held in place by two

canvas straps over the shoulders, suspendedon the bottom of the pack
was my mess tin or canteen in a neat
little canvas case. My waterproof
sheet, looking like a Jelly roll, was

strapped on top of the pack, with a

wooden stick for cleaning the breach
of the title projecting from each end.
t»n a lanyard around my waist was

hung a huge jnckktiifc with a can-

opcm r attachment. The pack containedmy nvcriwit. an extra pair of

socks. change of underwear. hold all

(containing knife, fork. s»|»oon. comb,
toothbrush. lather brush. shaving

soap, ami a razor made of tin. with

"Made in Kngland" stamped on the

tdade; when trying to shave with this

it made you wish that you were at

war with Catatonia, so that you could
ha\e a "hollow ground" stanu»ed
"Made in tlermany"»: then your
housewife-, button-cleaning outlit. consistingof a brass button stick, two

stiff brushes, and a box of "Soldiers'
Friend" paste: then a shoe brush and
a box of dubbin, a writing pad. indeliblepencil, envelopes and pay book,
and personal belongings. such as a

small mirror, a decent razor and a

sheaf of unanswered letters and fajrs.
In your haversack you carry your
iron rations, meaning a tin of bully
beef, four biscuits and a can containingtea. sugar ami Oxo cubes: a

couple of pipes and a pack of shag,
a tin of rule oil and a pull-through.
Tommy generally carries the oil with

his rations: it gives the cheese a sort

of sardine taste.
Add to this a tlrst aid-pouch and a

long, ungainly ritle patterned after the

I>aniel Boone period, and you have an
Idea of a British soldier in Blighty.

Before leaving for France, this ritle
is taken from him and he is issued
with a Lee-Rnfleld short trench ritle
and a ration bag.

In France he receives two gas hel-
meta, a sheepskin coat, rubber mackintosh.steel belmet, two blankets.
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His Country. «,ur
the

Kinpy.
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shell Ko^les, balaclava li.-hm t,

itloves aii'l a tin of a nti frost bite urease
' '

which is excellent for Kreu.sirtK the *

limits. Add to this the weight of his '

rations, anil rati you Maine Tommy ^
for growling at a twenty-kilo mute

,
Urst

marrh.
Having served as strut-ant and majorin the I'nited States eaxalry. I

tried to tell the Knglish drill sergeant
their business, hut it did not work.

They immediately nut me us batman
in their iness. Many a greasy dish

of stew was aecidentully spilled over

them.
I would sootier tight thall l»e a

waiter, so when the order eame

througli from headquarters eallnig
for a draft of 1'aO re-enforeemeiits for

Kranee, I volunteered.
Then we went helore the M.

imedieal ollleeri for atiotln r physical
examination. This was very hrief. lie
asked our names and nuiiihers ami
said "Kit," and we went oU*. to light.
We were put into troop trains and

sent to Southampton, where we detrainedand had oar trench rules issuedto us. Then in columns of twos
we went up tlx- gangplank id' a little
steamer lying alongside the dock.

At the hca<l of the gangplank there
was an old sergeant, who directed
lliat we line ourselves along lioth

rails of the ship. Then he ordered
us to take life belts from the racks
overhead ami i-i.it tlu-iii mi. I have
crossed 111-- ocean several tunes ali-l
knew 1 was not sei.siek, l-ut when I

Ini- kle-l mi thai life l>elt I lia-l a sen-
^

s;ilioii of sickness.l-illei
Afier we got out into the stream all Wlt..i

I eolll-l tlonk of was that there were a vikII
million (ierniati sulmiariiies with :i

tw ..

toi'|ieilo on each, tieross the warhead (|(
of which w;is inscril-cil my iiiime ami

whh"
After live hours we came aloiiK- nm,.

j m ^,U"

liavi
ine and Communication Trenches. ICS

si.l.- ;i pier and disembarked. I had at- junii
(iiiiied another one of my ambitions, the
I was "somewhere in France." We i,-;l|
slept in the open that night on the can.
side of the road. About six tlie next dog
morning we wore ordered to entrain, hold
I looked around for tin- passenger until
roaches, but all 1 could see 011 the Tl
uding were cattle ears. We climbed pern
into these. < »n the side of each ear you
was a sign reading Homilies -to. or p
L'hevcaux s." When we got inside of undr
llie cars, we thought that perhaps the arc

sign painter had reversed the order are

of tilings. After hours in these if tit
trucks we detrained at KoUell. At 1
this place we went through an in- bran
tensive training for ten days. plete
The iraining consisted of the rudi- turn*

incuts if trench warfare. Trenches mori

had been dug. with barbed wire ui- then
tangienients, bombing saps. dugouts, eighi
observation posts and machine gun tree

emplacements. We were given a enga
smattering of trench cooking, saiiita- At
Hon. bomb throwing, rcconnoitering, -|igh
listening posts, constructing and re- grou
pairing barbed wire, "currying in" its «!

i
-* an c

The Author's Identification Disk. \^OTl
parties, methods used In attack and plac<
defense, wiring parties, m.us forma- ' Din
tion, and the procedure for poison- seur<

pas attacks. curii
on the tenth day we'apaln met our hunt:

friends "Hommes 40. Oheveaux S." beat
Thirty-six hours more of misery, and tool
we arrived at the town of F . I

After unloading our rations and didn
equipment, we lined up on the road ansv

In columns of fours waiting for the nine
order to march. If I
A dull rumbling could be heard, shirt

The sun was shining. I turned to the the i

on rny l»-ft and asked. "What's
noise. Hill?" Ho did not know,
his fare was of a pea-green colJim.on my right. also did not

w. hut siiattested that f "awsk"
sergeant.
titmu towards us was ;in old

itled sergeant, properly fed up
the war. so I "awsked" him.

rhink it's koiiik to rain, sergeant?"
looked at tne in contempt, and
lied, '"um's it a-goin' to rain with
hlooniin' sun a-shinin".'" I looked
ty.
I'heiii's the nuns up tin line, me

and you'll wet enough of Vm >»

yougets hack to UliKlity."
y knees seemed to wilt, and I
ak«d out a weak "<»h!"
lien we started our march up to

line in ten-kilo treks. After tinday'smarch we arrived at our

I
Ciuy Empey.

in Frame liny rail them rest

i>. bemuse while in thrin Tommy
;s seven days a week and on the
III day ot till- week lie Is given
ty-fotir hours "on his own."
it billet was a spacious alTair, a

liarn on the left side of the road
h had one hundred entrances,
ty-nitie ftr shells, rats, wind and
and the hundredth one for TomIwas tired out, and using my
pnel-proof helmet (shrapnel
f until a |deee of shrapnel hits
>r tin hat, for a pillow, lay down
lie straw, and was soon fast
-p. I must have slept about two

s. when I awoke with a pricksensationall oxer me. As I
Kill, the straw luni worked
ugh my uniform. I woke up the
w lying on my lelt. who had been
he line beforet and asked him:
win Vtic i.Tutr Vwtffet .wot
worked through my uniform and
n't sleep.

:i sleepy voice ht answered,
it ain't straw, them's cooties."
om that time on my friends the
ties" were constantly with me.

'ootics," or body lice, are the
of Tommy's existence.

ie aristocracy of the trenches
seldom call them "molies." they
k of them as llcas.
an American Ilea means a small

t armed with a bayonet, who is
to jab it into yo and then hobamijump to the next place to InkedThere is all advantage in

ng Ileus on you instead of "cootillthat in one of his extended
is said Ilea is liable to land on

fellow next you: lie has tin* typcnergyand push of the Atneriwhilothe "coolie" lias (he bulltenacityof the Knglishman; he
s on and eoiisolidates or digs in
his meal is linished.

iere is no way. to got rid of them
lamnMy. No matter how often
liathe, and that is not very often.
o\y many times you change your
rwoar, your friends the "eooties"
always in ovidvnoo. The hillets
infested with them, especially so

icre is straw on the tloor.
have taken a l<ath and put on

d-new underwear: in fact, a com

change of uniform, and then
ed in for the night. The next

ling my shirt would be full of

t. It is a common sight to see

or ten soldiers sitting under a

with their shirts over their knees
Red in a "shirt hunt."
night about half an hour before

its out," you ear. see the Tommies
ped around a candle, trying, in
lini light, to rid their underwear
he vermin. A popular and very
k method is to take your shirt
drawers, and run the seams back
forward in the tl.antc from a

lie and burn them out. This praci>dangerous, because you nre

e to burn holes in the garments
mi are not careful.
emits generally sent to Mighty
a brand of insect powder adverIas "ttood for body lice." The adisomcntis uuite right: the powder
ood for "eooties"; they simply
e on it.
te older men of our battalion were

r and made wratellers out of
.1. These were rubbed smooth
a bit of stone or sand to prevent

iters. They were about eighteen
e» long, and Tommy guaranties
a seratcher of this length w>'l

h any part of the body which
be attacked. Some of the felwerelazy and only made their

tchers twelve incut's, uui many

ght when on guard, looking over

top from the fire step of the front
trench, they would have given a

sand "quid" for the other six
es.

ice while we were in rest billet
rish Huster regiment camped in

ipen field opposite our billet. Aftheyhad picked and fed their
es. a general shirt hunt took
?. The troopers ignored the cull
ner up." and kept on with their
h for big game. They had a

>us method of procedure. They
r their shirts over a hedge and
them with their entrenching
handles.
asked one of them why they
t pick them off by hand, and he
ered. "We haven't had a bath for
weeks or a change of clabber,
tried to pick the 'cooties' off my
I would be here for duration of

var." After tatting a close look at

his shirt. I agreed with him: it was

alive.
The greatest shock a recruit sets

wher he arrives at his battalion in

France is to see the men engage! in

a "cootie" hunt.* With an air of contetuft ami disgust he avoids the companyof the older men. until a couple
of days later, in a torment of itching
he also has to resort to a shirt hunt
or spend many sleepless nights of

misery. Inuring these hunts there are

lots of pertinent remarks bandied
hack and forth among the explorers,
such as. "Say. Bill. I'll swap you two

little ones for a big one." or. "I've got
a black one here that looks like KaiserBill."

<»ne sunny day in the front line
trench. I saw three officers sitting
outside of their dugout ("cooties an

no respecters of rank; I have even

noticed a suspicious uneasiness about
a certain well-known general». one

of them was a major, two of them
were exploring their shirts, paving
no attention to the occasional shells
which passed overhead. The major
was writing a letter: every now ami
then Ife would lay aside his writingpad.scratch his shirt for si 'few
minutes, get an inspiration, and then
resume writing. At last he llnisheil
his letter and gave it to liis "runner."
I was eiirious to see whether he was

writing to an insect lirm. so when the
runner passed xne I engaged him in

conversation and got a glimpse at the
address on the envelope. It was addressedto Miss Alice Somebody, in
London. "The runner" informed me.

that Miss Somebody was the major's
sweetheart and tliet he wrote to her

every day. Just imagine it, writing
a love letter during a "cootie" hunt:
hut such is the creed of the trenches.

(To He Continued.)

500.000 IN SECOND DRAFT

Plans for Calling Them Out Now AlmostComplete.
Details of the plan for calling out

iIn- next 500.000 increment for the
\attonal army have become known in

Washington 011 high official authority,
says a correspondent.
The call will not be before May 1,

and may be deferred to 11 later date.
in order to leave undisturbed the
*' '"I I..uu .Imlmr CIIIH find

wilt-jit planting seasons. The detailed
plans for the next quota have receivedthe approval of the secretary of
war and will he in the hands of ProvostMarshal (Jenoral Crowder in a

few days.
Directions for handling the men to

l>e called to the colors in the second
draft will lie placed in the hands of
lie various local hoards throughout
the country in April with detinite
word to each hoard how many men I
must he selected week hy week and
the total number which much he supplied.
The greatest difference in detail bo-r

tween the first and second calls for

the national army lies in the percentagesof men to lie sent to the eainps
and cantonments at various times,
t'nder the first call detinite percentagesof the total number required
were .s»ul to camps. The plans for
the second call contemplate sending
men at tin- rate of about 10,000 a

week if shipping conditions arc such
that the men already in the camps
and trained can he moved to France
at tlic rate, making room for the
new nun .a the camps anil cintortments.

It has been planned to call the seconddraft in sixteen increments as

accommodations for their training
becomes available. This was altered
in order to keep the camps as nearly
full to capacity as possible.
Calling 10.000 men a week will be

increased as fast as possible, and it

is hoped to more thar. double this
rate eventually.
The men for the second increment

will be chosen from among about
I'.'iU.oOO men.those now in Clhss 1.
and about 1.000.000 youths who have
reached the age of 21 years since registrationlast June. About half the
candidates are expecteu to pass pn>sically.Tlie call to succeed the one

in May is expected to lie obtained
from class 1, and from the boys who
have coine of age meanwhile.
The average number to be drawn

from the territory covered by the
jurisdiction of each of the 4,557 local
boards is about 110, but the larger
registration of aliens and others not

in class 1 may make the quota from
each district greater. If legislation
now pending is adopted before the
next call each district will be called
for a dclinite percentage of the men

in class 1 and who have reached 21
years of age since June 5 last.

American Losses First Montfi..The
iirst month of our occui>ation of the
American sector northwest of Toul
has cost less in casualties than had
been expected. The total losses up to

date are nineteen killed, sixty-six
wounded and tive missing.
orthe nineteen who gave their lives

for their country, all but one were

slain instantly by enemy bulletsor shrapnel in the trenches or in
N'o Man's Land. Only three of the
wounded are recorded as having been
in a critical condition, and they are

now on the road to recovery. The
rest are noted as "slightly wounded"
in the official lists, but that does not
mean their wounds are not both
painful and serious.
Among the wounded are three officers.There are only two gas cases,

neither of them grave. Five men set
down as missing are presumed to be.
prisoners of the Germans. One was

captured in a raid on a listening post
on January 30. the others during an

encounter with an enemy patrol on

the night of February 8.
The casualties mentioned have referenceonly to the troops holding

the American sector in the region of
Toul and do not take into account the
losses sustained elsewhere.

I have reason to believe that a considerablyheavier toll of killed and
wounded was expected during "the
first four weeks of our participation
in the defense of the Allied battle
front. A large percentage of the
wounded have returned to their regi-
ments already. Probably less than a

dozen of those still In the hospital
will be incapacitated permanently.

Rochelle. 111., grocers have entered
Into a written contract to sell gro- *

jet lea for cash only. 1

I

SOLDIERING AT SEVIER
All Are Interested Id the Big Task

Ahead.

S8NE AREJOW lllMING FRENCH
Incompetents Being Weeded Out
Gradually.National Guardsmen
Have Advantage of Draft Men in
Length of Service; but Not Otherwise.NoFeeling of Jealousy.All
A il. -r , -1. AU..1J

(Passed by the Censor.)
Corropoudrnce The Yurkvllle Enquirer
Camp Sevier, S. C., February 20,

191 s.Soldiers in training at Camp
Sevier have been watching the newspaperswith more than usual interestduring the past week or so and
it is a safe bet that newspaper sales
in camp have of late been considerablyon the increase. It is the
Russian situation in which they are

mterested.interested because there
is a growing impression that this Divisionmay be sent over a little earlier
than it otherwise would in order that
it might help till the hole in the lines
caused by Russia's yellowism. When
the newsboys come down into the
rouds between the mess halls and
company streets each morning and
afternoon they are met by scores of
soldiers who have of late been sav;» f l-
lUg a IUVV IlllMl'n UUl U1 luv n.vv

in order to buy a paper a day, und
between breakfast and drill cull and
retreat and supper the majority of the
men read the news of what is going
on over there.

Private Sain Junes of "Anywhere.
U. S. A. before 1 Joined Did Man
Sam's Army," as he expresses it, was

airing his views on the Jtussian situationto a bunch of buck privates today:
"I been a thinking all the time," he

said, "that them Koosians was a goingto turn yellow. Their skins are

yellow and they are yellow from tip
to toe-nail naturally, i used to work
aftiong 'eni in the coal mines of
Pennsylvania anil West Virginia and
I speak like a man knowing what 1

ufti a till kin* about. 1 don't mind
saying that 1 wish they hud kept on

iq this thing on the side of us and the

rest of God's folks; but 1 ain't
nfever believed they would. There
a/n't no ending to this fracas nohow
until we bullies get over there and

pf^inge a knife or two into them Ueriryans;and we have been waiting
Icing enough."
)The audience of "bucks" agreed.

J Soldiers attending the schools for

illiterates about which 1 wrote in an

ajlide a week or two ago, are inak-

"^g good progrcnn iium «...... « ......

learn. 1 am still writing an occasIc/nulletter to "Miss Nellie" for the

xpjdicr lad I told about; though 1

J^t thlnk the Job will last much

^»3S7JHe,l?an write his name and
even go better than that; but he isn't

ready to venture a letter to his
"brick dust blonde" as he calls her.
If he keeps on progressing for another
couple of weeks like he has during
the past two, 1 am going to "pass the
buck" to him.that is. 1 am going to
inform him very kindly but firmly
that It is time he was doing his own

writing along with his courting. It

doesn't take long for a soldier to

learn a little thing like writing a letterin the army. Maybe it Is because
there are no holidays for the pupils
and the teachers are not like the
kind that used to tell me "It hurts
me just us much to punish you as it

hurts you."
Of course there are a few in this

division attending schools for illiterateswho have not learned anything
and who will never learn because they
are not capable of learning. They
will be discharged from the service
sooner or later. There seems to be
no place in the front line trenches in

this war for u man who doesn't
possess at least ihe fundamentals of
education. There never has been a

war like this.

Speaking of 'tscharges, men unlitfor soldiering are being sent home
every day and there are many yet to

go. It t* no easy matter to secure a

discbarge from the service even for

those who really should be dischargedand a man who is "yallow" and
tries to get out because he is "yallow,"
hasn't a chance In the world. Every
once in a while some fellow shoots off
a foot or chops off a trigger finger or

does some other stunt like that becausehe isn't a man. In nine cases

out of ten he is discharged in order
to take a place at Fort Leavenwortn
or Atlanta, instead of to return home.
Three men have been discharged
from my immediate company duringthe past few days and others are

to go. Our progress would have been
greater had they never been acceptedfor enlistment. One was suffering
with an ulcerated stomach, another
with pellagra and the third had a

heart that threatened to strike any
old minute.
The fellow suffering with pellagra

.Cunningham was his name, had a

hard time getting away. He was of
very weak min * anyway and possessedof hardly enough intelligence to

count money. When the order discharginghim came around and settlementwas made between him and
Uncle %Sam It was discovered that he
had nothing coming to him, but insteadwas indebted to the governmentHeJiad no money, his parents
were unable to provide him with
funds and he was up against it for
fair. He hung around a whole day
because there was nothing else for
him to do. Of course his comrades
leu sorry ror mm in uieir rvusu wuj.

but nobody felt sorry enough, to

make him a present of $15, which is
the price of a ticket to his home in
the Tennessee hills. Several fellows
informed him that if it were they insteadof him who had the discharge,
they would grab the first freight and
out; but Cunningham couldn't see it

that way or he was too timid.
Finally one of the men in the outfitgave him a dime and told him to

go to the secretary of the Red Cross
society in Greenville, present his discharge,tell his troubles and perhaps
rt^eh a display of energy would be
rewarded with a ticket to home. He

tdpk the dime and lit out 8everal
(n lira afterward officials of the Red
3 mb 'phoned out to know whether
Lh » story of Cunningham arms on the

level and when informed affirmatively.the lad was put on the train for
home. If any of the officials of the
Greenville organization chance to

see this story they will learn for the

tirst time how it was that they came

to do a good turn for a soldier out

of luck.

Many of the more ambitious and
energetic among the soldiers in this

division have begun the study of
French. Classes have already or will

begin in each regiment within a week
or two. and the men who have signedup to take the course in their

| spare time, are determined to learn
the language which will prove 01

such benefit and convenience if they
do learn it. While of course it will
be impossible to teach French to

every American soldier who goes

across, due to the fact that every

minute is needed to teach them how

to conquer the enemies of France,
the hundreds who will learn it will
serve as intrepreters and aids to the
thousands who will not have the opportunity.Every otticer and noncommissionedofficer of this division
at least, will have a smattering of the

language before they Join their
French allies. «>ver there many soldiersexpect to learn the language in
the manner that Private Tom Wilson

says he is going to learn: "When I

get on the other side of the pond,"
he said a day or two ago, "I am goingto lay for a duchess or a duke or

whatever you call them French girls.
An' I reckon she will have to learn
me her lingo before she will savvy
when 1 tell her what a good husband
I would make." Yes. there are many

fellows in this army here who declare
they are going to stay in France for

keeps .when they do go over, and they
always add that they are going to

* *'» ' iltf irPAIItwl i>Wft*:ill Cjf
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underit. 1 have never yet heard a

soldier suggest a presentment that
Fritz is going to get him.

Hcing a draft man myself I am

naturally more interested in them
than I am in the other two classes
who eoni|M)sc the great American
army of today, viz., the National
Guardsmen or volunteers as they preferto be called, and the men of the
regular army. From information 1

have been able to obtain from soldiersof more or less experience und
of high and low station, and from my

personal observation 1 am of the opinionthat the drafted men, especially
the ilrst contingents.those who came

into the army in September, are as

good soldiers today and have us comprehensivea knowledge of the game

of war as have the N'ational Guardsmen,most of whom saw service on

the Mexican border in 116 and who
have been members of the National
Guard from one to three years. 1
am speaking of the privute soldiers
among the two classes. Here at Camp
rtpvlff whurtrclierc lu iMtriflfbtr-coniposedof the National Guard regimentsof North and South Carolina
and Tennessee recruited Jo full war

strength by drafted men, nuturally
most of the non-commissioned oUlcers
have been tilled by National Guardsmen.They were here tlrst and lu accordancewith the militury rule of
seniority were given the places of
"non-coms."^.After four months of

training, however, hundreds of draftedmen here are competent for the
same places and the National Guardsmenare never sure of their jobs. The>
have awakened to a realization of the
fact that these farmer lads who left
the plow a-short while ago to take up

the rille have learned how to handle
that rifle in remarkably quick time.
A month or two ago 1 heard more

than one non-commissioned officer
say that "he didn't care much about
his job because nobody else could
hold it." I haven't heard that remark
lately. There is no unseemly jealousy,between the two classes, as

classes, or anything of that kind. All
entertain about the same sentiment
as to the task in hand.that is that
it is up to them to stay the progress
of the Hun. There are very few who
think they are in the game for the
sake of the game, or who care anythingabout it from that standpoint.
All of them would rather be out of it

than in it, or most of them would, but
there are very few at Camp Sevier
who would be willing to back out at
present They know what they are

here for, and they have no idea of

quitting until they have fulfilled their

jobs. Jas. D. Grist.

Quick Decision on Army Horses..
The February Farm and Fireside, in
an article about the purchase of horsesfor the United States army, says:
"The decisions were made rapidly.

The officer and the veterinary glancedat each animal's mouth, appraised
his weight and height, and looked for
defects.splints, spavin, ring bone,
jack, bad eyes.

" 'He's a good horse.' A seller was

praising his goods. 'He'll last a long
time.'

"'Yes.' said the officer quickly,
'he'll last a long time because no one

will ever use him. Take him out.'
"The good-nutured laugh that followedsobered to businesslike attentionin a moment when the next horse

was brought in.
'"All right. Back him up.' Then:

Trot him a little.'
"A fine-looking bay had passed the

preliminary inspection. A crack of
the whip and he was trotted down the
conal and back to the officers.

" 'Artillery horse,' and he was led
into an adjoining corral to be run a

short distance as a wind test. Afterwardhe was tested for glanders, and
the red government tag. telling his
age, color, sex. weight, height and so

on. was attached to his ear. That recordof his history and punfiase will
follow him no matter how far he Is
sent or how long he remains In the
service. Finally he was driven out
into the larger corrals, and thence to
a chute and into the branding pen.
There he was marked V. S. with a big
A underneath to Bignify that he was

an artillery horse. Thus he l>ecame
the property of the United States
government"

Dr. John H. Keese of Ashland, Ky.,
remarked on a street car that "the
kaiser would soon be king of the
world.it is useless to oppose him,"
and started to sing "The Watch on

the Rhine." Pretty soon he needed
the services of a brother practitioner.

FOOD SITUATION CRITICAL ,

New Eoglaod Is the Severest Sut-
terer. !

RAILROADS ARE MOSTLY TO BLAME ;
Mr. Hoover Says that the Shortage is
Very Great and that There Can Be
But Little Hope of Relief for the '

Next Sixty Gays.Much uorn win

be Lost.
The eastern part of the I'nlted

Suites faces a food shortage likely
to continue for the next sixty days.

In making this disclosure. Food
Administrator Hoover declared that
the situation is the most critical In

the country's history and that in many
of the large consuming areas reserve

food stores are at the point of exhaustion.
The whole blame is put by the food

administration oil railroad congestion,
which he says also has thrown the
food administration far behind in its

program for feeding the allies. The
only solution he sees, is a greatly increasedrail movement of foodstuffs
even to the exclusion of much other
commerce.

It is very evident that the railroad
administration is inclined to resent
Mr. Hoover's blame of the railroads,
and Director General McAdoo declaredhe was ready to provide everytransportation facility for expeditingfood movement. The railroad
administration, he said, has suggested
that farmers be urged to release their
grain holdings that large numbers of
available cars might he utili'/.cd in

moving them.
Cereal Exports Behind.

Cereal exports to the allies, Mr.
Hoover's statement says, will be 4">.oou.OOUbushels short on March 1 and
meat shipments also are far short
of the amounts promised. I

Inability to move the crops. Mr.

Hoover sets forth, has suspended the
law of supply ami demand and has
ereated a price margin between produeerand consumer wider than it
ever was before.
A large part of the corn crop is

about to spoil because it is not moving
to terminals for drying. The percentageof soft corn in last year's crop, all

of which must be dried if it is to be
saved, is the largest ever known. Kstiinatesplaced the amount as high us

a billion bushels.
The cost of grains for feeding livestockhas increased to such an extent

by reason of transportation ditliculties,
Mr. Hoover says, that feeders are

confronted with the prospect of seriouslosses. Dairying interests, too,
he declares, are hard hit.

Potatoes, the food administrator
dcclures, arc spoiling in the produc-
er's hands while consumers have been
supplied only from summer gurden
crop." andjtores parried ovqr.

Text of Hoover Statement.
Mr. Hoover's statement follows:
"In response to many inquiries, I

beg to say it is true that since the first
of December we have fallen far behindour agreed food program with
the allies. By the end of February we

will be short 45,000(UUO bushels in

cereal products which we undertook
as our share of th« supplies. We
will also be short of the amount of
meat and pork products that we were

to deliver. This deficiency is due
solely to the railway congestion since
that date. The railway directorate
since coming into control on January
1 has made effort to find remedy, but

during the month of January the

weather was insuperable and although

progress has been made since the 5th
of February, the situation is the ac-

cumulation of three months' delays.
"The next CO days will be the most

critical period in our food history,
The simple fact is that the problem
goes far deeper than supplies to the
allies. During the lust three months
we have far fallen behind in move-

ment of foodstuffs from the farms to

the consuming and storage centers.

Up to the ttrst of February less than
50 per cent of the normal ratio of

corn has been moved, less than 80 per
cent of the oats and less than 50 per
cent of the potatoes. From Novender
1 to January 1, we were short In the
usual movement of grains and grain
products into the terminals alone by
over 120,000 carloads.over 120.000,000bushels, and this further aggregatedby similar shortage outside the
terminals.

N«xt Sixty Days.
"Furthermore, this year we have

the largest percentage of soft corn in

many years and though we have a

record crop of corn, a considerable
portion of the soft corn will be lost by
unntiine unless it can be moved in the
next 60 days to the drying terminal*.
The least amount of grain that must
he loaded for the next 60 days is 8,000,000bushels per day.and we have
not yet attained that. Less than this
will solve neither the allied nor our

domestic situation.
"We had about 130,000 carloads of

potatoes on November 1 which should
have been moved from the principal
producing centers and up to the first
of February we had moved about 28,000carloads while we should have
moved over 50,000 in this period. The
result is that potatoes are piled up
spoiling in the producers' hands and
the consuming centers have only been

supplied by virtue of the summer

gardens and other stores carried over

from last year. There is a great deal
of livestock which has been ready
for the market for sometime, but is
still held in the farmers' hands
through inability to secure transportation.These cattle are eating their
heads off without increasing their
meat value and are only adding to the
costs of the farmer and consuming the
grain.

Effect of Dslay.
"The effect of this delayed movementhas been many fold: (
"First: To Jeopardize the safety of |

a great deal of the soft corn and per- <

ishables, such as potatoes. )
"Second: The stricture in flow of j

distribution has entirely distributed j
the price conditions in the country r

by practically suspending the law of (
supply and demand.

"Third: The cost of grains for feedinglivestock has so increased to the t
feeders of finished cattle that they 1
face serious losses. The costs of the t
dairying Industries have necessarily r

greatly Increased. I

"Fourth; Through the large consumingareas we hu\e been lixing
>fr reserxes through the period «>f
scant supplies. These reserves are in
many sections approaching exhaustion.

"Fifth: We have been unable to

transport to seaboard the neoessarx
foodstuffs for the allies.

Situation Critical.
"The economic ranittlcations of this

whole delay in the niovetiient of the
national harvest are almost countless
ind they present the most critical of
situations, of which no solution exists ,

out a continued expansion of the effortsof the railway administration In
the movement of foodstuffs in ever)
lirectlon to the exclusion of much
ther commerce.

"t'oniparisons of the movement
from day to day during the last few
lays with movements of similar i>crlodslast year reflect the efforts being
made by the railway directorate. We
have, however, a long accumulation
to be got over within the next 60 days
The situation falls for every co-operationof the public.through tin- quick
loading of cars. louditiK them to capacity,and discharging them quickly.andIn every way reducing the
lax on the railways. Co-operation can

lie gi\cii liy reduction in consumption
[if home and locdl stores to the exclusionso far as may be of transportedarticles. If every interest co-opcrites,we shall supply the allies and
remedy the distribution of our abundantdomestic supplies, for our farms
ire lull of foodstuffs.
"So effort Is being spared to move

tilled food as fast as it ean be accumulatedin the interior, and today
Ihe railway directorate is arranging
qiecial trains to carry meat and
packing-house products from Chicago
lo load the waiting ships."

BRAINY. BUT .

Being a Discussion of the Political
Character of John L. McLaurin.

itrceiivillc Piedmont.
A citizen of la-sslie, S. wrote a

letter, recently published III the
iSreensborn, X. News over the
iioiii do plume "Pedagogue." It dealt
analytically ami interestingly with
South Carolina politics. Concerning
Mclgiurin he wrote:

".Mchiurln lias brains. For sheer
ability to think constructively no man

in public life in South Carolina is his
equal. He has the power to see the
vision. His gray matter functions

blinded by partisanship are compliments.
Real Individuality is ho extremely

rare that it is resented by the averageman who docs not possess it.

Cllnto Guntorv and Herman Meyers.
:lergymen, are held under $25,000
>ail bonds at Elklns, W. /a., on

harges of selling and distributing II>elousand seditious matter regardngthe United States. They carried
ftuaaian, German and other war

naps, as well as the address of a con:ernwhere they could buy dynamite.

The recent earthquake shocks in
he vicinity of Amoy, China, resulted
n the death of 200 people. Most of
he deaths were at 8watow. The
>uml>or of injured has not been retorted.

Willi WOlltlCriUI IIIIT19IUII, IIIH UUin

it need the stimulus of other minds.
He is no absorber of other men's
Ideas."
That is high praise, but even many

who do not like McLuurin and would
not vote for him to hold public office,
will udntit that it is a Just estimate
of Marlboro county's ablest son. The
public debt of South Carolina could
be paid and the state put on a cash

Iwtte;marry OHO *
^

"

dollar for each time somebody In this
state has said: "McLuurin is the
brainiest public man in South OaroUna,but "

And there is no use for him to say
"Hut me no huts" for that "but" is
like Humiuo's Khost, it simply will
not down.
"Pedagogue" further wrote: "Mr.

l-aurine lacks something vital." and
I hen proceeded to set forth at length
his conception of what it is that McLuurinlacks. In short, his conceptionis that McLuurin was "too Hepublican"when serving in the t'nlted
States senate. That is a grave
charge.but, if it be investigated
now, must not the confession be mudc
that much which McLiurin favored
then that was considered "Republican"is now openly supported by
practically the whole Democratic
party? For instance, MeLiu rin was

roundly condemned for favoring developingan American merchant marinethrough government assistance.
That was a case where he was right
and the narrow-minded bigots who
blackguarded him did not have vision
Suppose his advice had been taken
at the time it was given, this country
today would have had adequate shippingfor Its war needs at a small
fraction of what will be the cost to
the government of providing It now.

other count* in the indictment of McLaurinat the time he was denied the
privilege of running in the Democraticprimary for renominatlon for
United State* senator could be taken
up and in the aame way shown to be
Irut inability of leaser mind* to comprehendhis wonderful foresight.
The Columbia State, which has alwaysunder Its various editors had

an unconquerable aversion to any
politician who dared to think his own

thoughts instead of accepting its conclusionsas law and gosj>cl. says the
trouble with McLaurin is that be will
not stay "hitched." That is but anotherway of expressing what "Pedagogue"charged, but The State was

mighty glad that he did not stay
hitched when his independence helped
to put Joseph H. Kurle In the United
States senate instead of that John
Gary' Kvuns who in it so venomously
denounced while he was governor and
a candidate for senator but with
whom it has of recent years worked
in beautiful and touching harmony.
The trouble with McLaurin Is that

the habit of factional thought has
become so tlxed with most of us that
we are incapable of appreciating the
bigness of a man too big to be willing
to wear the blind bridle of unquestioningand unswerving factionalism.
McLaurin has his faults, but

niether "Pedagogue" nor the ColumbiaState has correctly diagnosed
them. In reality, their indictments
fi# Kim u'Kon ovu m inr>/1 Viv u man nnt


